
The OTHM Level 7 Diploma in Environmental and Sustainability Management is a UK-
regulated postgraduate qualification equivalent to a Master's degree level, designed for 
professionals seeking advanced expertise in corporate sustainability and ESG governance.  

 

The OTHM Level 7 Diploma in Environmental and Sustainability Management is a 
specialized qualification designed to equip individuals with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to effectively manage environmental and sustainability issues within 
organizations. This diploma program typically covers a wide range of topics, including 
environmental management systems, sustainable development principles, climate change 
mitigation strategies, resource management, renewable energy technologies, and 
corporate social responsibility practices. 

The OTHM Level 7 Diploma delves deep into the core principles of environmental 
management and sustainability. From exploring environmental policies and regulations to 
analyzing sustainable development frameworks, participants gain a holistic understanding 
of the interconnectedness between environmental preservation, economic viability, and 
social equity. 

Participants in this program often include environmental managers, sustainability 
coordinators, corporate executives, government officials, and individuals seeking to pursue 
careers in environmental consultancy or sustainability leadership roles. By completing this 
diploma, individuals can enhance their understanding of environmental challenges and 
develop the competencies needed to implement sustainable practices and strategies 
within organizations. 

Overall, the OTHM Level 7 Diploma in Environmental and Sustainability Management aims 
to provide professionals with the tools and knowledge required to address pressing 
environmental issues, promote sustainable development, and contribute to the creation of 
a more environmentally conscious and resilient society. 

The curriculum is structured to equip students with the necessary expertise to identify 
potential hazards, assess risks, develop effective health and safety policies and 
procedures, and implement strategies to promote a safe and healthy work environment. 
Students will also learn how to effectively communicate health and safety information, 
engage with stakeholders, and lead teams to ensure compliance with regulations and 
standards. 

This diploma is suitable for individuals already working in health and safety roles who are 
looking to enhance their knowledge and skills, as well as those seeking to transition into a 
career in occupational health and safety management. Upon successful completion of the 

https://othm.org.uk/qualification/othm-level-7-diploma-in-environmental-and-sustainability-management


program, graduates will be equipped to pursue various career opportunities in sectors such 
as construction, manufacturing, healthcare, oil and gas, and more. 

 

Course Structure and Credits 

• Total Credits: 120 credits on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF). 

• Total Qualification Time (TQT): 1,200 hours (minimum 600 Guided Learning Hours). 

• Units Required: 6 units in total—comprising 4 mandatory units and 2 optional units 
chosen from a list of 5. 

 

Mandatory Units 

• Fundamentals of Sustainability 

• Environmental Science and Energy Transition 

• Environmental Management in Organisations 

• Research Methods  

Optional Units (Choose Two) 

• Delivering Transformational Change 

• Advanced Principles of Net Zero 

• Environmental Politics and Policies 

• Sustainable Finance 

• Sustainability as a Business Strategy 

 

Entry Requirements 

• Minimum Age: 21 years old. 

• Academic Background: A Level 6 qualification (such as a Bachelor's degree) or 
equivalent. 

• Experience Alternative: Relevant professional experience in environmental 
management or sustainability roles if lacking a formal Level 6 entry.  



Progression and Career Value 

• Master's Top-Up: Because the diploma provides 120 credits, graduates can 
progress to a university partner for a dissertation or master's top-up (60 credits) to 
earn a full Master's degree.  

• Career Paths: Prepares holders for roles like Environmental Consultant, Corporate 
Sustainability Executive, and Environmental Policy Analyst.  

• Format: Frequently delivered online or through approved centers with assignment-
based assessments and no traditional exams. 

 

Strategic UK regulated qualification for environmental and sustainability professionals, 
covering integrated leadership, ESG reporting, and performance improvement for 
organizational excellence. 

Overview 

The OTHM Level 7 Diploma in Environmental & Sustainability Management is a UK 
regulated postgraduate qualification designed for senior environmental and sustainability 
professionals seeking strategic leadership roles. This qualification develops integrated 
expertise covering environmental management systems, sustainability strategy, ESG 
reporting, carbon management, and organizational transformation for environmental 
excellence. Learners gain mastery in strategic environmental leadership, integrated 
sustainability management, global environmental governance, and advanced performance 
improvement techniques. 

SHG Academy's delivery approach combines strategic theoretical knowledge with 
integrated application through sustainability case studies, organizational transformation 
projects, strategic environmental leadership development, and integrated management 
simulations to ensure learners can operate effectively at executive environmental and 
sustainability levels. 

Objectives 

• Develop integrated expertise in environmental and sustainability management. 

• Build strategic leadership capabilities for environmental excellence. 

• Master ESG reporting and sustainability performance measurement. 

• Implement global best practices and advanced governance frameworks. 



Entry Requirements 

• OTHM Level 6 Diploma in related field or equivalent Level 6 qualification. 

• Minimum 5 years senior-level experience in environmental or sustainability 
management. 

• Bachelor's degree in environmental science, sustainability, or related field plus 3 
years leadership experience. 

• Evidence of strategic leadership and organizational impact in environmental or 
sustainability roles. 

Who Should Attend? 

Senior environmental managers, sustainability directors, ESG professionals, 
environmental consultants, corporate responsibility leaders, and executives seeking 
strategic leadership roles in environmental and sustainability management. 

Learning Outcomes 

• Demonstrate strategic expertise in integrated environmental and sustainability 
management. 

• Lead organizational transformation and strategic sustainability initiatives. 

• Design and implement integrated environmental management systems. 

• Manage executive-level environmental risks and sustainability interventions. 

• Influence organizational strategy and corporate governance for environmental 
excellence. 

Learners receive strategic study materials, access to advanced environmental research 
databases, virtual executive classroom sessions, strategic leadership development 
resources, executive mentoring support, and assessment guidance. Additional support 
includes executive career advancement planning and access to senior professional 
networks. 

 

Course Details 

Modules & Syllabus- 

Unit 1 – Strategic Environmental and Sustainability Leadership 



• Strategic leadership theories and application in environmental contexts. 

• Executive decision-making and strategic choice in sustainability. 

• Organizational culture transformation for environmental excellence. 

• Stakeholder engagement and communication at executive levels. 

Unit 2 – Integrated Environmental Management Systems 

• Design and implementation of integrated environmental management systems. 

• Integration with corporate governance and business strategy. 

• Global best practices and benchmarking frameworks. 

• Audit, review, and continual improvement at strategic level. 

Unit 3 – Sustainability Strategy and ESG Reporting 

• Strategic sustainability planning and implementation. 

• ESG reporting frameworks and global standards. 

• Carbon management and climate change strategies. 

• Sustainability metrics and performance measurement. 

Unit 4 – Environmental Performance Excellence 

• Strategic environmental performance measurement and analytics. 

• Benchmarking and best practice identification globally. 

• Continuous improvement and innovation in environmental management. 

• Reporting and communication to executive stakeholders. 

Unit 5 – Research and Professional Practice Development 

• Advanced research methodologies and evidence-based practice. 

• Literature review and critical analysis at doctoral level. 

• Professional development and continuous learning strategies. 

• Ethics and professional standards in strategic environmental practice. 

Unit 6 – Strategic Project and Change Management 

• Strategic environmental project management and implementation. 



• Change management and organizational development for sustainability. 

• Resource allocation and strategic decision-making. 

• Evaluation and impact measurement of strategic initiatives. 

 

Duration & Assessment- 

1200 guided learning hours delivered over 6 to 12 months through executive learning 
approach. Assessment includes: 

• Strategic organizational transformation project with executive presentation. 

• Advanced research dissertation on strategic environmental or sustainability topic. 

• Strategic case study analysis and executive recommendations. 

• Professional discussion and portfolio of strategic evidence. 

 

Certification & Recognition- 

• Upon successful completion, learners receive OTHM Level 7 Diploma in 
Environmental & Sustainability Management. 

• Qualification is regulated by Ofqual and equivalent to Master's degree level. 

• Provides progression to doctoral studies and advanced research programs. 

 

 

Q&A 

What executive career opportunities does this qualification provide?- 

This qualification provides pathways to sustainability director roles, ESG leadership 
positions, senior environmental consultancy roles, corporate responsibility leadership, and 
executive positions in environmental and sustainability management across global 
organizations. 

Is this equivalent to a Master's degree?- 



Yes, this Level 7 qualification is equivalent to Master's degree level and provides academic 
recognition for senior professionals seeking executive leadership roles in environmental 
and sustainability management. 

 

Who is eligible to enroll in the OTHM Level 7 Diploma course? 

The course is open to individuals with a bachelor’s degree or equivalent qualification, 
preferably in environmental science, sustainability, engineering, or related fields. However, 
relevant work experience may also be considered for admission. 

  

  

  

What is the duration of the OTHM Level 7 Diploma course? 

The duration of the course varies depending on the mode of study and individual learning 
pace. Typically, it can be completed within 6 to 12 months on a full-time basis, while part-
time options are available to accommodate learners’ schedules. 

  

  

  

What are the career prospects after completing the OTHM Level 7 Diploma in 
Environmental and Sustainability Management? 

Learner of the course can pursue various career opportunities in environmental 
management, sustainability consulting, corporate sustainability departments, government 
agencies, non-profit organizations, and more. The qualification enhances employability 
and provides opportunities for career advancement. 

  

  

  

Is the OTHM Level 7 Diploma recognized internationally? 



Yes, the qualification is recognized internationally as it is approved and regulated by Ofqual 
(Office of the Qualifications and Examinations Regulation). This ensures that the diploma 
meets high-quality standards and is widely accepted by employers and educational 
institutions worldwide. 

  

Can I continue my studies after completing the OTHM Level 7 Diploma? 

Yes, Learner of the OTHM Level 7 Diploma are eligible to progress to Master’s top-up 
programs at many universities in the UK and overseas. This allows learners to further their 
education and specialize in specific areas of environmental and sustainability 
management. 

  

 

 

Course Structure 

This qualification consists of 4 mandatory units and 5 optional units for a total of 120 
credits, with 1200 hours Total Qualification Time (TQT) and 600 Guided Learning Hours 
(GLH). 

Mandatory Units: 

• Fundamentals of Sustainability (20 credits) 

• Environmental Science and Energy Transition (20 credits) 

• Environmental Management in Organisations (20 credits) 

• Research Methods (20 credits) 

Optional Units (choose 2): 

• Delivering Transformational Change (20 credits) 

• Advanced Principles of Net Zero (20 credits) 

• Environmental Politics and Policies (20 credits) 

• Sustainable Finance (20 credits) 

• Sustainability as a Business Strategy (20 credits) 



 

 

 

Key Learning Outcomes 

Graduates of the Level 7 Diploma in Environmental & Sustainability Management will: 

• Develop a deep understanding of sustainability and environmental issues. 

• Gain insight into current global sustainability trends and key international 
agreements. 

• Learn how leadership and organizational culture can drive sustainable change. 

• Master concepts like Net Zero, sustainable finance, and environmental 
management to apply in various professional contexts. 

• Be well-equipped to work in senior management roles, consulting positions, or in 
the non-profit sector addressing sustainability challenges. 

 

 

Equivalency and Accreditation 

This diploma is regulated at RQF Level 7, equivalent to a Master’s degree. Learners who 
complete this qualification can proceed to a dissertation stage (60 credits) at a partner 
university to achieve a full Master’s degree. 

 

 

Othm Level 7 – Sustainability and Environmental  

6 months for GBP1900 

9 months for GBP 2600    

Start date: 10 December 2026 (Thursday)  to 6 May 2027 

Online study  


